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THE DRAGONSITTER SERIES
Shortlisted for the ROALD DAHL FUNNY PRIZE! 
Hilarious series by JOSH LACEY, illustrated by GARRY PARSONS

When Uncle Morton goes on holiday, he always asks Eddie to babysit his dragon 

– it never goes smoothly!

The stories are told through a series of emails from Eddie to his Uncle Morton.

‘Dear Uncle Morton.  You’d better get on a plane right now and come back here.  Your 

dragon has eaten Jemima. 

Emily loved that rabbit!’

• ‘Ideal for young or reluctant readers and belly-busting laughter for all 

the family.’ We Love This Book

• Over 50,000 copies sold in the UK alone.
• Ideal for young fans of How to Train Your Dragon.

• A seventh title has been comissioned.  

 Publication date of title 5: January 2016
Extent: 80 pages (B&W ills., one per spread)
Age group: 6-9 years
Andersen Press: All rights (except fi lm)
Rights sold in: USA, France, Spain, 
Germany,Turkey, Latvia, Brazil, Audio and Neth-
erlands
Agent: Greene and Heaton

BILAL’S BRILLIANT BEE MICHAEL ROSEN & TONY ROSS

Bilal is terrible at tests but luckily he has a new friend: a 
talking bumble bee who can help him answer all the questions. 
Even ones on a popular TV quiz show...
Bilal is terrifies of the The Test. He can’t answer any of the questions. But then 

Bumble the bee comes along, and he can answer any question you ask, even the 

really tricky ones. Then Bilal’s granny suggests they go on the wildly popular TV 

quiz show, What’s What? Win the Lot! But what will happen if Bilal and Bumble 

do win the lot...?  

Now as fantasticbind-ups!

• 5 young readers from two of Britain’s foremost authors and artists.

• A wonderfully bonkers and laugh-out loud funny story from dream team Rosen 

and Ross.

• ‘Perfect for newly independent readers.’ The School Librarian

• Michael Rosen is a former Children’s Laureate 

who set up the Roald Dahl Funny Prize.

 Publication date: April 2015
Extent: 96 pages
Andersen Press: All rights 
Age group: 6-9 years
Agent: United Agents Ltd
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 Publication date of book 1: August 2015
Extent: 240 pages
Andersen Press: All rights (except fi lm)
Age group: 7-9 years
Rights sold in: France, Greece, Brazil, Netherlands, 
Germany, Italy, Audio, Czech Republic, Lativa, Korea 
and USA

THE BOLDS
JULIAN CLARY & DAVID ROBERTS

Fabulously funny new children’s series from 
comedy king Julian Clary. 

Mr and Mrs Bold are just like you and me: they live in a nice 

house (in Teddington), they have jobs ( like writing Christmas 

cracker jokes) and they love to laugh. One slight difference: 

they’re hyenas! Yes, that’s right - they’re covered in fur, have tails 

tucked in to their trousers, and they really, really like to laugh.

So far, the Bolds have managed to keep things a secret, even 

when their children/cubs Bobby and Betty were born. But the 

nosy man next door suspects there’s something strange going 

on, and a trip to the local wildlife park, and the brilliantly whacky 

heist that results, could be the end of Teddington’s best-kept 

secret. Whatever will the neighbours think?

• 30,000 copies shipped in the first week of publication.

• With this brilliant comedic set up there is endless potential for 

further farcical adventures.

• Themes of fitting in and accepting cultural differences.

• Hilarious black-and-white illustrations by David Roberts perfectly match the fun and energy of the stories, 

and make for an appealing package.

• Will appeal to fans of best-selling comedy from the likes of David Walliams and Roald Dahl.

• Third title commissioned.

• ‘Funny and clever with a good dose of yucky humour...Roberts’ illustrations are an absolute delight.’ The Bookseller 

• ‘Joyful’ The Telegraph

• ‘Although Clary plays up the humour the underlying warm message is of tolerance towards those who are 

supposedly different from the norm. Glorious black-and-white illustrations add to the mayhem.’ The Daily Mail 

• ‘A very, very hilarious book and I kept reading funny sections out to my family!’ Georgia Dowra, age 10, for 

lovereading4kids.co.uk

THE BOLDS TO THE RESCUE (BOOK 2)

Coming in Spring 2016! Another helping of hilarious fun 

and mischief with The Bolds! Their family home is getting rather 

crowded with even more animal misfits, from a sheep that hates the 

outdoors to a crocodile who likes baths. But when the Bolds decide 

to take in a couple of race horses who are on the run, they worry 

that things have gone too far. Have these hyenas bitten off more than 

they can chew?
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MR SPARKS DANNY WESTON
A psychological thriller full of fast paced action and chills.

It is 1920 in a dreary seaside town, when a surprise arrival changes 14 year old 

Owen’s life for ever.  Mr Sparks is a ventriloquist’s dummy with a difference - he 

can speak, and manipulate anyone who comes into contact with him, including the 

ventriloquist. When the ventriloquist dies in mysterious circumstances, Mr Sparks 

persuades Owen to take over and run away, but just what is this unusual dummy 

running from?

As Mr Sparks gradually reveals his dark past, Owen realises they are being chased by 

two mysterious men determined to capture and destroy the dummy – should Owen 

protect Mr Sparks or admit that the dummy is terrifyingly selfish and evil, risking the 

lives of those around him to save his own?

• Shortlisted for the Scottish Children’s Book Award
• ‘Wonderfully twisty chiller that’s sure to make you want to keep all of the lights 

on this Halloween.’ Scotsman

 Publication date: October 2015
Extent: 352 pages 
Andersen Press: All rights 
Age group: 11+ years

NOT AS WE KNOW IT TOM AVERY
Jamie and Ned are twins. They do everything together: riding their bikes,  

watching Star Trek and beachcombing outside their house. But Ned is sick, and 

one day, he will leave Jamie behind.  When the brothers discover a strange 

creature on the beach, Ned wants one more adventure and decides to keep him 

secretly in their garage. But Jamie begins to hope that the creature might bring 

some miracle, and stop his brother from going where he can no longer follow. 

• Tom Avery weaves together grief, fantasy, humour, bravery and family 

relationships to create an unforgettable and magical story about brotherly 

love and the acceptance of loss.

• Beautifully illustrated throughout by fresh young talent, Kate Grove.

 • My Brother’s Shadow was longlisted for the 2015 Carnegie Medal.
• ‘Absolutely spell-binding.  Avery’s storytelling has an effortless quality 

to it. Heartbreakingly beautiful.’ Moontrug Blog

 Publication date: March 2015
Extent: 240 pages (B&W ills.)
Andersen Press: All rights 
Age group: 11+ years
Rights sold in: USA, Germany, Netherlands
Agent: Caroline Sheldon Literary Agency 

ALONE D J BRAZIER
A teen survival story; what would you do to survive in the jungle?
It was supposed to be the trip of a lifetime, but when the small plane carrying 

thirteen-year-old Sam and his dad crashes on the way back to the airport, Sam is 

left alone and terrified. With no sign of rescue, Sam has to dig deep to find levels of 

resolve and resourcefulness he never knew he had in order to survive. Desperate 

and close to giving up, Sam’s spirits are lifted by the arrival of an otter cub whose 

companionship and loyalty give him the strength he needs to keep going. But when 

disaster strikes, Sam has to make the hardest decision of his life. Can Sam save his 

friend and make it out of the jungle alive? 

• A modern Robinson Crusoe with a heart-warming 

friendship between a boy and otter at its core.

• Perfect for fans of Bear Grylls and Ray Mears.

 Publication date: May 2016
Extent: 272 pages
Andersen Press: All rights 
Age group: 12+ years
Agent: D,. H. H Literary Agency 
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BLOOD & INK STEPHEN DAVIES

An African Romeo and Juliet. Blood & Ink is a thrilling story 
set against the backdrop of the 2012 occupation of Timbuktu 
by Islamic extremists.
Kadija is the music-loving daughter of a guardian of the sacred manuscripts of 

the ancient city of Timbuktu, Mali.

Ali is a former shepherd boy, trained as a warrior for Allah.

Tonight, the Islamist rebels are coming for Timbuktu. They will install a harsh 

regime of law and tear apart the peaceful world within the mud walls of the 

city.  Television, football, radios, even music, will be banned.

Kadija refuses to let go of her former life.  And something in her defiance 

draws Ali to her.

 • A highly readable thriller about a very topical subject – moderate 

versus extreme Islam.  

• A thrilling, authentic adventure set during one of the most tumultuous 

periods in recent West African history.

• Written by a young English author who has lived in West  Africa for many 

years – his experience there enables him to make the characters, setting and 

dialogue come to life in a very genuine way.

• As the author’s fore- and afterwords make clear, many of the amazing 

moments in the novel are inspired by real events, demonstrating the courage 

and resilience of the Malian people.

GIRL ON A PLANE MIRIAM MOSS

 Based on incredible events from the author’s own life, this is 
the story of a plane hijacking, told from the point of view of a 
teenage hostage.
Bahrain, 1970.  After a summer spent with her parents and brothers, 

fifteen-year-old Anna is taking a plane back to boarding school in England.

The plane never makes it home.

Anna’s flight is hijacked by Palestinian terrorists. They land the plane in the 

Jordanian desert, the engines are switched off, and demands are issued. If they 

are not met, the terrorists will blow up the plane, killing all the hostages. The 

heat becomes unbearable, food and water supplies dwindle.  The deadline ticks 

down.  All alone,  Anna begins to face the possibility she may never see her family 

again.

• A story about ordinary people facing horror,.

• Based on first-hand, events, Girl on a Plane is authentic and thrilling.

• ‘Nerve-shredding drama...still manages to fi nd humour and understanding.’ The 

Independent

• ‘It’s a unique and extraordinary story, exceptionally well told.’ Books for Keeps

 Publication date: June 2015
Extent: 240 pages
Andersen Press: All rights (except fi lm)
Age group: 12 + years
Rights sold in: Germany and USA
Agent: A M Heath

 Publication date: September 2015
Extent: 304 pages
Andersen Press: All rights 
Age group: 12+ years
Rights sold in: USA
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OTHERGIRL NICOLE BURSTEIN
Life isn’t a comic book, it’s even crazier than that!
Louise and Erica have been best friends since forever, they’re closer than sisters. 

Just one problem: Erica is a superhero. When Erica isn’t doing loop-the-loops in 

the sky or burning things with her heat pulse powers, she needs Louise to hold 

her non-super life together. After all, the girls still have homework, parents and 

boys to figure out. But being a superhero’s best friend is not easy, especially as 

trouble has a way of seeking them out. Soon Louise discovers that Erica may be 

super but she can’t win every fight by herself.

• Comic books and their larger-than-life characters are huge right now, thanks 

to the Avengers, Superman and X-Men films.

• Combines first-person confessional with a comic book plot to winning effect.

• Out of 24 million regular comic book readers in the US, 47% are women.

• ‘Burstein explores loyalty, common sense and growing up in a smart, confidence-

boosting comedy for 11-plus girls that owes much to The Incredibles.’ New 

Statesman 

• ‘Such a brilliant concept...long overdue.’ Ones to Watch, The Bookseller

 Publication date: April 2015
Extent: 272 pages 
Andersen Press: All rights
Age group: 12+ years
Rights sold in: Brazil
Agent: Diamond Kahn and Woods Literary 
Agency Ltd

A girl. A racehorse. And a world that doesn’t care.
Jay Barton is a kid who has nothing much going for her. For most of 

her 15 years, she has been solitary, scruffy, ignored and laughed at. Her 

only escape is when she is riding, racing and winning at the illegal pony 

races her uncle takes her to. Manhattan is a misunderstood princess of 

a racehorse. Bred to be a champion, she is a giant grey mare of beauty 

and power. But she has fought humans all her life, and now lives under 

a death sentence. When fate brings these two misfits together, they 

change each others’ lives. Together, they face a world of harshness, 

prejudice and cruelty and fight back the only way they know - by 

becoming the best, the fastest and the bravest in the world.

• Perfect for readers who love Lauren St John and Pippa Funnell. 

• Terence Blacker was a jockey in his youth and has fantastic insider 

knowledge of the world he writes about.

• Praise for author’s previous title The Transfer ‘Compulsively readable...in a 

league of its own.’  The Sunday Telegraph 

RACING MANHATTAN TERENCE BLACKER

 Publication date: June 2016
Extent: TBC
Andersen Press: All rights (except fi lm and US)
Age group: 12+ years
Agent: Caroline Sheldon Literary Agency Ltd.

WONDERBOY (BOOK 2)

Coming in 2016! A funny and frank superhero story set in the world of Othergirl. 

Joseph ‘Wilco’ Wilkes is one of life’s loser’s – he’s picked on, pushed around, and bullied by the rugby boys at the 

posh private school he attends on a scholarship. But his life is about to change: Wilco learns he can move things 

with his mind. Will this be his chance to play the hero, get the girl and finally stand up for himself?

COVER 

COMIN
G SOON
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MOVERS MEAGHAN MCISAAC

Set in a futuristic world where some are born with the power 
to move people from another time, this is a thrillingly new 
science fiction with an original time travel twist.
The world is dying, overcrowded and polluted. Storms rage over the immensely 

tall tower blocks, attracted to Movers. Movers are connected to people in the 

future, their Shadows. And moving your Shadow back to the present is highly 

illegal. Patrick knows all too well what happens if you break the law: his father 

has been in the Shelves ever since he moved his Shadow. And now Patrick and 

his family are in danger again. Following a catastrophic event at their school, 

Patrick must go on the run. Through filthy, teeming markets, forebrawler 

matches, a labyrinth of underground tunnels and beyond, he’ll need his wits and 

courage to escape the forces that want to take everything he loves.

• A thrilling new science fiction series that reflects contemporary social and 

political issues.

• Featuring breathtaking set-pieces and a cast of memorable characters, this is 

sure to stand out from the crowd.

• YA scifi series such as The Hunger Games and The Maze Runner continue to 

be hugely popular and their film versions have been smash hits.

OTHERLIFE JULIA GRAY

An arresting debut novel that combines the myths of Vikings 
with the lives of spoiled teenagers. 
When troubled, quiet Ben begins at the ruthlessly competitive Cottesmore 

House, school to the richest, most privileged boys, he is befriended by Hobie: 

the wealthy class bully, product of monstrous indulgence and intense parental 

ambition. Hobie is drawn to Ben, because he can see the Otherlife: a violent, 

mythic place where gods and monsters roam. Ben has unnerving visions of 

Thor and Odin, and of the giant beasts that will destroy them, as well as Loki, 

god of mischief. Hobie is desperate to be part of it. Years later, Ben discovers 

that his beloved tutor Jason is dead. And he can’t help wondering if Hobie - 

wild, restless, dangerous Hobie, has something to do with it....

Beguiling, shocking and richly imaginative, The Otherlife is about the darkest 

impulses within us all. 

• An arresting debut novel that combines the myths of Vikings with the lives of 

the modern wealthy.

• Alternate narration by the two believable but troubled protagonists.

• Original and powerful.

• Julia Gray draws upon her experience working with children and teenagers. 

as a tutor.

 Publication date: June 2016
Extent: 288 pages 
Andersen Press: All rights 
(except fi lm)
Age group: 12+ years
Rights sold in: Canada
Agent: The Rights Factory Inc.

 Publication date: July 2016
Extent: TBC
Andersen Press: All rights
(except fi lm)
Age group: 12+ years
Agent: LBA Ltd.

COVER 

COMIN
G SOON
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CONTACTS
Sarah Pakenham • spakenham@penguinrandomhouse.co.uk • 020 7840 8704

Millie Lovett • mlovett@penguinrandomhouse.co.uk • 020 7840 8729

Andersen Press Ltd. 
20 Vauxhall Bridge Road 

London SW1V 2SA

HERO TITLES
A powerful 
psychological thriller. 
Cameron and his mom have 

been on the run for five 

years. His father is hunting 

them.  At least, that’s what 

Cameron’s been told.

When they settle in an 

isolated farmhouse, he starts 

to see and hear things that 

aren’t possible. Soon he’s 

questioning everything he 

thought he knew, even his 

sanity.

• ‘Brilliantly page-turning and 

eerie. Had me guessing to the 

very end.’  Joseph Delaney

Extent: 304 pages
Andersen Press: All rights
Age group: 12+ years
Rights sold in: Canada, USA,  
Australia, France, Spain, Germany, 
Netherlands, Italy, Israel, Poland

THE DOGS ALLAN STRATTON
A gripping futuristic 
thriller.
Mila is an illegal teenage 

immigrant on the run in a 

future where authorities 

track your whole life through 

a micro phone chip. She has 

learned to defend herself with 

all the resourcefulness of a 

female James Bond but the 

authorities will stop at nothing 

to kill her. That is until Adam, 

her handler, falls for her and 

decides to defect from the 

authorities to help her. 

• “Action packed and thrilling... A 

brilliant read” - The Bibliomaniac

A gripping futuristic 
thriller.
Mila is an illegal teenage 

immigrant on the run in a 

future where authorities 

track your whole life through 

a micro phone chip. She has 

learned to defend herself with 

all the resourcefulness of a 

female James Bond but the 

authorities will stop at nothing 
Extent: 336 pages 
Andersen Press: All rights
Age group: 12+ years
Rights sold in: USA, France

SEVEN SECOND DELAY TOM EASTON

The story of the boy 
who loved Anne Frank.
Everyone knows the story of 

Anne Frank - or do they? Peter 

van Pels is with the Franks too 

and sees it all differently; falling 

in love with a girl he hated, 

watching others die while he 

wished he could fight.  Anne’s 

diary ends on August 4 1944, 

but Peter’s story takes us 

beyond their betrayal and into 

the Nazi death camps.

•  ‘Absorbing...more truthful than 

‘The Boy in Striped Pyjamas’. 5 

stars!.’  Books for Keeps

ANNEXED SHARON DOGAR

The gritty reality of teen 
love and addiction.
This is the love story of two 

runaway teenagers, Gemma and 

Tar, and their struggles with 

heroin addicition. Tar loves 

Gemma, but Gemma doesn’t 

want to be tied down - to 

anyone or anything. Gemma 

wants to fly. But no one can 

fly forever. One day, somehow, 

finally, you have to come down.

•  ‘Everyone should read Junk.’  

The Times

•  ‘Will leave an indelible 

impression’.  PW

JUNK MELVIN BURGESS

Extent: 320 pages
Andersen Press: All rights
Age group: 12+ years
Rights sold in: Czech, Den-
mark, USA, France, Germany, Italy, 
Poland, Latin America, Turkey, 
Brazil

Extent: 336 pages
Andersen Press: All rights
Age group: 12+ years
Rights sold in: Audio, Germa-
ny, France, Italy, Turkey


